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A Study of Wakunseiyosho

Katsumi SUuGIURA

ABSTRACT

It has been said that Wakunseiyosho was a pamphlet of the description model like a dic-
tionary and was written around the 14th century. As for this book, the existences of the
plural manuscripts were known. According to precedence researches, the descriptions in
this book quoted the Chinese characters and the diacritics from the first two books of
Nihonshoki. Furthermore, this book has been conceivable that it explained the origin of
the words and phrases of the diacritics in the first two books of Nihonshoki, like
Shakunihongsi.

However, last year I discovered a new manuscript of this book.

In this manuscript, all of the descriptions were not quoted from the first two books of
Nihonshoki. There were much descriptions that were not based on the Chinese character
words and the diacritics in the first two books of Nihonshoki. Accordingly, this book was
quoted not only from the first two books of Nihonshoki, also from the preface and the
articles of this manuscript, the intention of the author differs from the explanation of ori-
gin. And this book was not an annotation on the first two books of Nihonshoksi.

Accordingly, the precedence views on this book were incorrect.



