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Human Rights Protection Systems for People
with Mental Illness

—Functions and Challenges of the Psychiatric Review Board—
Hiroshi Onsong, Hiroi Furkaya

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to examine current functions of the psychiatric review board and to identify
its problems. Due to the implementation of the Mental Health Law in 1987, the psychiatric review board was
created in order to protect human rights of people with mental illness. Since its legislation, various systems
around people with mental illness have been changed dynamically, so the re-examination of the functions of
the psychiatric review board is necessary now.

For instance, the Basic Law for Persons with Disabilities was established in 1993. Also, the Mental
Health Law was amended in 1995. Couple of years later, Certified Psychiatric Social Workers Law was
established. As well, the Guardianship Law was put into effect in 2000 at the time of the legislation of the
Long-Term Care Insurance Law. In June of 2000, eight laws on welfare services were enacted and later,
decentralization was started. Accordingly, social welfare systems have come to the turning point. In this
article, the authors reviewed roles of the psychiatric review board, as well as human rights protection
systems for people with mental illness in a comprehensive manner.
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