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Report on representation of the Ainu in public and private museums

STEWART Henry & Korin HAzukt

ABSTRACT

The results of a study of 21 public and private museums in Japan show that displays of the Ainu are
mostly restricted to the pre-modern (Edo Era) and early modern (Meiji Era) periods, with almost no
representation of their contemporary situation. Even museums administrated by the Ainu themselves
showed a strong tendency to emphasise the “traditional” aspects of Ainu culture and society, with scant or
no representation of contemporary conditions and legal/social situation. According to our analysis, this
mode of representation is a major factor in the imagery of the Ainu as a “past” society, or as a society no
longer in existence. We propose that more representation of contemporary aspects is vital to a correct
understanding of the Ainu today.
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