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On the Diary of Ma Qianli

Nobuko HamacucHa

ABSTRACT

The years between 1920 and 1924 are often regarded as the “transitional period of the National Revolution.” If we
accept this evaluation as an accurate representation of the period, then we might point to the fact that in spite of the
continuation of warlord control in the political system, there were numerous movements in society at large that were
bringing about a change in popular consciousness. In the period after the May Fourth Movement, the newly
flourishing mass media was one of the important influences on such revolutions in consciousness. The Xin Min Yi
Bao, founded by Ma Qianli and a group of his colleagues in 1920, is one example of this new mass media. In this essay
I am going to use the references to this newspaper that can be found in Ma Qianli’s diary for the period between the
founding of the newspaper and the date when it ceased publication. This essay will focus on the Xin Min Yi Bao,
examining the management of the newspaper, the newspaper’s editorials, the special supplements it published, and
the influence of the newspaper on society at that time. The essay will also give some attention to the young
intellectuals who were associated with Ma Qianli and the various careers they followed in later years.
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