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A local history of Chiba prefecture: a cross section of the modern
times. A common ground between the samurai of the Sakura clan
and the western scholarship, mental philosophy and psychology,
at the time of the last days of the Tokugawa Shogunate
and the beginning of the new Meiji era.
—A simplified personal history of Shigeki Nishimura and Sen Tsuda—

Yasuo NISHIKAWA

ABSTRACT

In this paper, the background processes of the acceptance and fixation of modern psychology into Japan was dis-
cussed from various viewpoints as follows;

1. The origin of the scientific name, “Shinrigaku” in Japanese: Dose Shinrigaku come from mental philosophy or psy-
chology? By whom these words translated into Japanese? These were largely come from Amane Nishi.

2. Who brought modern western psychology to Japan?

3. There arises a hypothesis that Shinrigaku is synonym for Seirigaku in Japanese.

4. To test the hypothesis, it was very effective the book titled “Shingakukogi” written by Shigeki Nishimura and also
his lecture titled “Seizensetsu” which means the view humans are born good. And it was well known that
Nishimura was an intimate friendship with Amane Nishi.

5. A human relations between the samurais of Sakura Clan Shigeki Nishimura, and Sen Tsuda at the last days of the
Tokugawa Shogunate and the beginning of new Meiji era. And also another human relations between Joh Niijima,
Sen Tsuda, and Yujiro Motora.

6. However, there are left unsolved many kinds of issues needing further research.
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