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Comparative Study on the Release Project of Crested Ibis Nipponia
Nippon among Japan, China and Korea focusing on Eco—-diversity and
Agro-environmental Issues

Yunshan Su, Akinobu Kawar

ABSTRACT

Due to the series of restrictive measures taken by Chinese Government for protection of the endangered species
Created Ibis Nipponia Nippon in the 1980s and the 1990s, its population in Yang County had successfully increased
from 7 birds at the time of its rediscovery in 1981. Improved breeding techniques of ex situ conservation as well as
the proper monitoring the birds in situ conservation has increased the number to over 1,500 in the first decade of 21
century.

China had shared one productive pair of the bird with Japan in 1999 and with Korea in 2008. Following Chinese
experience, Japan and Korea are trying to breed the birds and increase its number for releasing them in the wilds.

However, conflict between protecting the species and developing the local agricultural economy has emerged.
Generally farmers are forced to use modern agricultural inputs such as chemical fertilizer, insecticide and so on.
This degrades ecosystem of the fields where ibis feed itself. Sometimes insecticide is harmful. Both governments and
Korea Government, a new comer too, encourage organic farming, which definitely requires local level participation in
changing farming system and their life style.

The main components of this study are :

(1) To trace and compare participatory measures taken to protect the ibis during its breeding period among Japan,
China and Korea.

(2) To find out the measures to expand organic (green) agriculture among Japan, China and Korea focusing on
Eco-diversity and Agricultural Environmental Issues.
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