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Color-collage as a space of expression

~The viewpoints of structure and composition~

Hitomi Saton
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ABSTRACT

In this paper, I will attempts to approach an expression of color-collage from theory and practice. Matisse made
sketches using only color in his later years, thereby establishing his unique method of “Cut-Outs”, which can be
claimed as one of the ultimate styles in collage. This paper investigated the possibility of expressing oneself in collage
that uses only color.

Firstly, I approached the space of expression in art from the viewpoints of art and architecture. Secondly, I
approached the work from the viewpoints of structure and composition. As a consequence, it was found that
projective element, structured element, parts and the whole, elements of color (harmony/contrast/variety) and
composition are all necessary in order to approach the space of expression.

In the actual process of working with color-collage, subjects expressed their image onto a round drawing paper
using folding paper of only 5 colors that they have chosen. The works of color-collage were categorized into
structured elements, compositions, styles of experience, and elements of Form-Shape. Color-collage expressions of
some patterns were examined by using the method in accordance with that of coloring-mandala.

Lastly, some characteristics of color-collage were identified through comparison between finger-painting and
coloring-mandala. Color-collage is a highly potential technique requiring creativity and imagination, capable of
expressing images both two-dimensionally and three-dimensionally, as well as concretely and abstractly.
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