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Geographical Difficulties for Leaning at The Open University of Japan

—The Situation for Learning of Those Who Live in Islands and the Possible Solutions—
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ABSTRACT

One of the possible ways to increase the number of students of The Open University of Japan is to acquire new
students in isolated islands. For this purpose, the author conducted a questionnaire survey and an interview research
in Nagasaki prefecture (Iki, Goto, and Tsushima). The result showed that the most critical factor for students in
such isolated islands is the temporal load and the financial load to go to the learning center so that they can attend the
schooling and the examination. Furthermore, planes and ships will be cancelled depending on the weather condition.
There were students who study only by the textbook because some CATV companies do not broadcast the program
of The Open University of Japan. Based on these findings, it was considered to be necessary to increase the number of
streaming programs and to consider about the possibility of the examination via internet.
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