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Development of Homeless Policy
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ABSTRACT

In this paper, I examine the development of homeless policy in Tokyo Special Wards from middle of 1990’s to 2011,
especially focusing on “Welfare Facilities” and “Homeless Policy (policy for rough sleepers)”

First, “Welfare Facilities” have been insufficient in its capacity all the time and various welfare needs have been
required for its users. Therefore, to gain its capacity, kinds of facilities have been changed and the period of use have
been shortened, and support for ex—users of facilities have been enhanced. Second, “Homeless Policy” have been
mainly focused on support of self-reliance and continuous support have been developed. Specifically, (1) “Self-
Reliance System” (composed by Emergence Protection Center & Self-Reliance Support Center) had developed.
(2) Low-Rent Housing Program (transitional housing) had implemented. (3) “Self-Reliance System” have been
restructured (adding transitional housing and integrating Emergence Protection Center & Self-Reliance Support
Center) .

Finally, following facts are pointed out ; (1) Development of “Homeless Policy” have been increased the demand of
“Welfare Facilities” because “Homeless Policy” have selection process of its users. (2) Both “Welfare Facilities” and
“Homeless Policy” have been focusing on support for ex-users to maintain their daily life in local community.
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