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ABSTRACT

Yoshitaro Amano was born in Akita in 1898 and migrated to Middle and South America when he was 30 years
old. He achieved great success with his business and founded an archaeological museum in Lima, Peru. He had been
interested in archaeology since childhood, and it became decisive when he visited Machu Picchu in 1935. He met
Yokichi Nouchi, a Japanese migrant who lived there, and researched Machu Picchu with Nouchi’s guide for a week.

However, Amano lost everything and was held in a prison camp in North America when World War II had started
and was sent back to Japan afterward. He again journeyel to South America after the war in 1951 and succeeded
in his new business. He threw himself into researching ancient Andean civilization and collections of archaeological
artifacts, such as clay pots and textiles, and, finally, opened a museum with those collections in Lima in 1964.

In 1956, Seiichi Izumi, an assistant professor at Tokyo University at the time, encountered Amano in Lima. Izumi
organized an excavation research group. His team found the oldest temple in the Americas for the first excavation in
Kotosh ruins. The team has made great achievements since then.

In 1969, Seiichi Morishita, a businessman from Okayama, was highly impressed by the Andean artifacts when he
visited the Museum Amano in Lima, which led him to collect archaeological items from Middle and South America
and open his own museum in Okayama in 1975.
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The authors planned and made a special lecture on TV, “The Ancient Andean Civilization and Japanese,” and
planned an exhibition of the same theme in AKkita in 2015. In this article, the author describes the ancient Andean
civilization research carried out by Tokyo University, the background of the key persons’ “destinated” encounters,

and the contents and process of the exhibition in Akita.
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