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The life of Yokichi Nouchi and the Japanese migration to Peru:
The exhibition “The Founder of Machupicchu Village,
Yokichi Nouchi, and the Ancient Civilization”

Cesar Yoshiro NoucHr, Tetsuya INAMURA
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ABSTRACT

Japanese researchers have successfully conducted many studies on ancient Andean civilization. However, few
people know that the origin of these research studies is the “Encounter in Machupicchu” of two Japanese persons,
namely Yokichi Nouchi, a Japanese migrant from Fukushima prefecture, and Yoshitaro Amano from Akita
prefecture, who achieved great success with his business in Latin America. Amano succeeded in his business in
Yokohama and went to Latin America, where he established his business, which was based in Panama. He was
interested in archeology and visited the Machu Picchu ruins in Peru in 1935, by when Nouchi had already established
his life and was running a hotel in the Machupicchu village at the foot of the Machu Picchu ruins. Amano researched
the Machu Picchu ruins for a week with Nouchi’s guidance. From then, he was fascinated with the ancient Andean
civilization and devoted himself to its study and collecting archeological artifacts. Finally, he opened an archaeology
museum in Lima in 1964.

In 1957, Seiichi Izumi, an Assistant Professor at Tokyo University, encountered Amano in Lima. Based on Amano’s
recommendation, Izumi organized a research group from Tokyo University to conduct excavation activities. Since
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then, the team has had excellent results in their research on Andean civilization.

Yokichi Nouchi, who went to Peru as an immigrant and worked at a Hacienda, then engaged in work related to the
railway from Cuzco to Machu Picchu. After finishing his job at the railway company, he stayed and had his family
join with a local woman in Machupicchu village. Managing a hotel, he exerted himself in the interests of the villagers,
establishing infrastructure such as the waterworks and electric plant. Furthermore, he became the authority of the

village.

Authors Cesar Yoshiro Nouchi, a grandchild of Yokichi Nouchi, and Tetsuya Inamura planned and managed in
August 2016 the exhibition at Nihonmatsu city near Otama village, the home village of Yokishi Nouchi, Fukushima
prefecture, with exhibits on the life of Yokichi Nouchi, the ancient Andean civilization, and the contribution of the
Japanese to research on the Andean civilization. This article describes the life history of Yokichi Nouchi, the history

of Japanese migration to Peru, and the exhibition itself.
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