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A. Konechnyi’'s works on Pre-revolutionary Popular Fairs and
Amusements—One of the First Researches of Russian Cultural
Studies in the Last Period of Soviet Regime
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ABSTRACT

In the Soviet studies on Russian cultural history, popular fairs such as a variety of games, amusements and leisure
in the pre-revolutionary era were one of the most important aspects of Russian culture. However, it had hardly
been researched primarily because of many taboos of “Academism” in Soviet Humanities, although cultural models
concerning to festivals and playing had been offered by M.M.Bakhtin, Yu.M.Lotman, and so forth. Especially the
Russian popular fairs called narodnoe gulyan’e which were the main entertainment in pre-revolutionary Russian
cities, particularly for St.Petersburg’s citizens, had been absolutely without due care and attention. In this context
Al'bin M. Konechnyi’s studies from the early 1980s were exceptional, fundamental and epoch-making.

The exhibition {Narodnoe gulyan’e and amusements in St.Petersburg on Carnival and Easter weeks) in
November 1984 in the Museum of History of Leningrad, which was organized by Konechnyi, caused the great
“scandal” in the Soviet academic sphere and society, resulting in “pros and cons”. Based on his unpublished article
“How it all started?”, the process of difficult and elaborate organization of this display and public reactions are
described in details in this article. He explains in this article that his academic standpoints have been based on
discoveries by painstaking works and reconstructions of “missing link” texts. It would appear that this new academic
movement, though fledging, might contribute significantly the post-soviet cultural studies.
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