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Why has Tunisia succeeded in democratization? .
In comparison with the other Arab countries which have failed
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ABSTRACT

The wave of democratization which was started in some Arab countries in 2011 brought down dictatorship in four
countries, but many Arab regimes overcame it with some concessions or repression which led to civil war in some
cases. Even among the four democratizing countries, all except Tunisia have seen reemergence of authoritarian
regimes or a breakout of civil strife. In order to explain the striking difference between Tunisia and the other Arab
countries, I study recent theoretical works on democratization and identify factors which contribute to its success
or failure : (1) characteristics of the state (types of political regime, functioning of government, popular acceptance
of democratic values, composition of the elite and the military) ; (2) characteristics of society (improved income
and the expanded middle class, rise of civil society, religious tolerance, gender-related equality, dependency on
natural resources, discontent among the youth) ; (3) influence of foreign countries (intervention by big powers,
democratization of neighboring countries, development of communication tools) ; (4) mode of transition (conversion,
cooperative, or collapse). Keeping them in mind, I survey Tunisia’s historical background and the processes of
revolution and democratization, and conclude that the country has had all the positive factors more or less. But the
other Arab countries are, as far as numerical data are concerned, short of most such factors, and so may not be
expected to follow the Tunisian model any time soon.
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