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The Ode to the Public Fair Gulyanie at Ekateringof
—An Explication to D.I.LKhvostov’ Ode (1824)
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ABSTRACT

The Russian public fairs called narodnoe gulyan’e were the main entertainment until the middle of the nineteenth
century in Russian cities, particularly for St.Petersburg’s citizens. These traditional folk fairs included a variety of
amusements, rides, booths, and games. During carnival (maslenitsa) and Easter weeks, gulyan’e regularly took
place on Petrovskaya, Teatral'naya, and Admiralteiskaya squares. Ekateringof was the location for fairs on May Day
and Whitsunday, and Ekateringof-gulyan’e was so characteristic because of its history and development.

Ekateringof located in a suburb of the imperial capital was one of St.Petersburg’s first country residences. It has
traditionally been considered a memorial in honor of the first Russian naval victory and was granted to Ekaterina
the First by Peter the Great as her residence (usad’ba) . After that the Ekateringof park-garden had been almost
abandoned, but in the 1820s this place had been bought back to life owing to the great project drawn by the governor-
general and the Mayor of St.Petersburg M.A.Miloradovich.

In the regenerated park-garden the fair started in the beginning of May in 1824, and to this big event was dedicated
a long and profound ode (Popular fair at Ekateringof in May) by an old “bard” D.I.LKhvostov. In this article we
examined this long poem thoroughly, gave annotations and explicated passages in the cultural-historical contexts.
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